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Blackrod^  Urban  . District  Council 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

( Dr.  L.  UNSWORTH) 

FOR  1945 


2V;  the  Vltaiiniaii  am!  Member i<  of  the 
BLACKROl)  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 

I liave  tlie  lionour  to  present  to  you  iny  Annual  Report  on  tho 
Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Blackrod  Urban  District  for 
I lie  year  1945. 


General  Statistics. 


Area  (Acres) 

2392.394 

Population  (Census  1931)  ... 

3,599 

iS'umber  of  Inhabited  Houses 

910 

R atea ble  Value  ... 

£10,814 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ... 

£45/1/2 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  during  the  Year  1945. 

Population  estimated  mill.  1945  ...  2,718 


Total 

H ales 

F emales 

Legitimate 

43 

19 

24 

Illegitimate 

4 

2 

2 

Total 

47 

21 

26 

Birth  Rate  per  1,U00  estimated  population  Mid-1945  17.2 


T(jtal  Males  P^eniales 

Still  Biiilis  ...  ...  2 1 1 

Kale  per  1,()()()  total  (live  ami  still)  IBrtlis  40 

Total  Males  Females 

Deaths  ...  ...  38  20  18 

Death  Kate  per  1,000  estimated  population  13.9 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  : — 


Deaths 

Death-rate  per 
1.000  total  (live 
and  still)  births 

Puerjieral  and  post-abortive  sepsis  .. 

nil 

nil 

Other  maternal  causes 

nil 

nil 

Total  maternal  mortality  .. 

. nil 

nil 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  j'ear  of  age:— 


All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  42 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  4G 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  6 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  nil 

,,  „ Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  nil 

„ ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age  ...  nil 
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Causes  of  Death  during  1945. 


Caincer  of  Stomach 
Cancer  of  Breast 
Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ... 

Diabetes 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 
Heart  Disease  ... 

Other  disease  of  cir.  system 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Digestive  Disease 

Premature  birth 

Congenital  malformation 

All  other  diseases 

Total 

Note. — There  were  7 transferable  deallis, 
in  the  above. 


Male  Female 

— 1 


2 3 

1 — 

2 4 

G 3 

1 — 

3 1 

1 1 

2 

1 — 


3 
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2 


20  19 

which  aie  included 


Causes  of  Sickness  during  the  Year. 

There  were  G9  cases  of  Infectious  disease  notilied  during 
1945,  compared  with  28  in  the  previous  year.  The  increase  was 
chiefly  in  the  number  of  cases  of  measles — 48  being  notified — against 
8 in  1944.  Six  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  2 cases  of  Diphtheria  and  1 
case  of  Erysipelas  were  treated  in  Hosjiital. 


Nursing  Arrangements. 

There  is  one  District  Nurse,  who  is  also  a praclising  Mid- 
wife. 


Hospital  Accommodation. 

For  Smallpox — no  provi.sion. 


Other  Infectious  Diseases. 

Joint  Hospital  situated  at  Fall  Birch,  Horwich,  with  su'o- 
scriptions  in  proportion  to  rateable  value.  There  arc  54  beds  in  all, 
l)Ut  no  special  number  is  allotted  to  any  one  district. 


The  I’nUlic  TTealih  Staff  consists  of  a f)art-Liine  Meilical 
OHicer  and  a Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  also  Surveyor.  Some 
])erma'nent.  clerical  assistance  should  l>e  afforded  the  Sanitary 
Insjiector. 

A Visitinj;  Nurse  is  pi’ovided  by  the  County. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

One  .Motor  Ambulance  is  available  for  all  types  of  cases 
(except  Infectious  Cases)  and  is  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the 
district.  Infectious  Disease  Cases  are  removed  by  Motor  Ambulance, 
belonging  to  Fall  Birch  Isolation  Hospital. 


Mortuary. 

The  .Mortuary  situated  at  the  Comeleiy  is  sufficient  for  the 
needs  of  the  district. 


Sanitary  Administration. 

V>’ateu  Supply. 

(a)  Source  of  Siqiply  : — Own  Waterworks.  Cathering  ground 

at  Kivington  (Moorland). 

(b)  Condition  ; — a good  constant  supi)ly  to  all  houses  in  the 

district. 

(c)  Possibility  of  Contamination  ; — Although  no  evidence  of 

contamination  has  been  discovered  up  to  the  present, 
it  would  perhaps  be  advisable  to  instal  a Chlorinating 
Plant  at  an  early  date. 


SC.WENOIXO. 

This  is  satisfactorily  done  by  Sanitary  Authority. 

Privy  Middens  and  Ceisspools  are  emptied  at  regular 
intervals 

Sewage  Disposal. 

•Method  of  treatment  is  by  land  irrigation. 

Character  of  Drainage  System. — Combined  and  separate 
systems,  which  is  satisfactory  apart  from  the  tendency 
of  the  tanks  at  Scot  Lane  to  oveiflow  in  the  brook 
following  abnormal  rainfall. 


Sanitary  Inspections  during  the  Year. 

]\uinl)er  of  premises  visited 
Defects  or  nuisances  discovered  ... 
Nuinlxu-  abated 


351 

162 

158 


Notices  served  : — Informal,  127: 
Statiitoi-y,  nil. 

Offensive  Thades. 

None  in  the  district. 


Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  no  Public  Slaughterhouses.  There  are  two  private 
ones  (licensed),  but  these  are,  of  course,  closed  during  the 
present  National  Emergency,  except  for  a few  animals, 
which  are  slaughtered  undei’  a permit  granted  by  the  Food 
Executive  Officer. 


Public  Cleansing. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  household  and  traile  refuse  is 
carried  out  by  direct  labour.  One  motor  lorry,  supple- 
mented by  a horse  and  cart  where  necessary,  are  employed 
on  this  work.  Salvage  is  collected,  sorted  and  baled  where 
possible,  and,  together  with  scrap  metal  (tins,  etc.),  stored 
for  periodic  removal  by  licenseil  merchants.  The  vehicle 
used  for  collection  is  old  and  will  require  replacing  at  an 
early  date. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

None  in  the  district. 


Schools. 

There  are  four  public  Elementary  Schools  in  the  district  and 
the  general  conditions  of  sanitation  and  water  supplies 
are  satisfactory. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  two  Betail  Bakehouses,  both  of  which  are  not  in 
use  at  present. 


HAlUnCS,  ('OWSIIKDS  AND  M II.KSHOl’S. 

These  have  In.'^eii  ins))eete(I  and  their  eondition  generally  was 


found  to  he  satisfaelory. 

No.  of  Daily  Farms  ...  ...  ...  2(1 

Api  sro.xiniate  No.  id’  eows  in  ihe  distriet  ...  271) 

No.  of  eowkeepers  (iineluding  Dairy  Phirms)  2() 

No.  of  Ins|)cetions  during  the  year  ...  127 


No.  of  Dairymen  or  Milk  Purveyors 
Factohius  and  Workshops. 


Number  in  distriet  ...  ...  ...  7 

Bleachworks  (closed  as  factory)  ...  ...  1 

Weaving  Shed  (closed  as  factory)  ...  1 

doggers  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wheelwright  ...  ...  ...  — 

Pluniljeo-s  and  Joinei's  ...  ...  ...  1 

lns})cetions  ...  ...  9 


Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection. 

Nundrer  of  lloiues  diskifecte'd  during  the  year — 9. 

Booius  are  fumigated  with  “ Tower  ” fumigators  and 
patients  suffering  from  Infectious  Disease  are  removed  by 
Motor  Andiulance  ti>  Fall  Birch  Hospital. 

No.  of  jiatients  admitted  to  Hospital  during  1945 — 9. 


Conveniences  in  the  District. 

Privy  Middens — ^Middens  ...  ...  82 

doscts  attached  to  these  Middens  ...  15U 

Pail  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

No.  of  Dry  Ashpits  (excluding  middons)  ...  4 

No.  of  Movable  Ashbins  ...  ...  643 

No.  o-f  Houses  on  Carriage  W'ater  System  ...  736 

No.  of  Fresh- Water  Closets  ...  ...  720 

No.  of  Waste  Water  Closets  ...  ...  nil 

Conversions  during  the  year — 2. 


No.  of  Houses  at  which  movable  ashbins  have  beem  substituted 
for  fixed  rece[)tacles — 5. 


Housing. 

'I’lio  Housing  Standard  in  the  district  is  low,  with  ai)proxi- 
niately  3U  per  cent,  substandard,  liising  and  penetrating 
dani))ness,  spent  roofs,  lack  of  bath-room  and  hot  and  cold 
running  water,  insuflicient  lighting  and  ventilating  are 
the  cojumoneist  forms  of  housing  defects. 

Extent  of  shortage  : — 

30  for  overcrowding ; 

50  for  married  couples  living  in  lodgings. 

Pai'ticulars  of  any  Housing  Scheme  in  hand  or  contem- 
plated : — 

98  Hou.ses  planned  on  New  Street  Site. 


Scabies. 

There  have  Iveen  a feAv  cases  of  Scabies  in  the  district  and  we 
have  no  public  facilities  for  cleansing  purposes. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  the  Council's  Officers  for  their 
kind  and  valued  co-operation  during  the  year. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 


Yours  faithfully. 


LEO  UN S WORTH. 


Dalton  House,  Wosthoughton. 
2nd  August,  194(). 


